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History of cinema publics in Buenos Aires

1933-1955

Dir. Clara Kriger - Instituto de Artes del Espectaculo - Universidad de
Buenos Aires, 2020-2022

Funded by ANPCyT - National Agency for Scientific and Technological

Research Promotion

Explore and systematize the history of cinema going during the period of A G E N C I A

“classical cinema’ in Buenos Aires, between 1933 and 1955

Methodology:

1. Reconstruction of movie billboards through journal archives
2. Oral history: interviews with people born before 1945
3. Analysis of written sources (letters, memories, autobiographies)
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Titles
Dataset

Movie
Theatres
Dataset

ORDEN c6Dico IMDBJ  TiTuLo perINTivO  pAis DE oRiGEN [l LINK IMDB PRODUCCION [ - | DISTRIBUCION

1 SIN CODIGO Dia de limpieza EEUU SIN DATQS Paramount

2 r 0151480 El amigo del hombre EEUU https:/fwww.imdb.com/title/tt0151480/ Fox

3 SIN CODIGO Evadiendo impuestos EEUU SIN DATQS 20th Century-Fox

4 SIN CODIGO La conguista de Abisinia Italia SIN DATOS Luce de Roma Bonomo Film

5 SIN CODIGO La nueva abisinia Italia SIN DATQS Bonomo Films

6 SIN CODIGO Mujeres de la noche EEUU SIN DATOS Columbia

7 r 0029665 Que se casa papa EEUU https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0029665/ Leo-Film Columbia

g SIN CODIGO Revista de las revistas EEUU SIN DATOS Warner Bros.

9 SIN CODIGO Te presento la demanda EEUU SIN DATQS ilms Corporation of America 20th Century Fox

10 SIN CODIGO Un principe encantador EEUU SIN DATOS Warner Bros.

11 r 0003740 Cabiria Italia https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0003740/

12 r 0004670 En el music-hall EEUU https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0004670/

13 r 0005074 Campeon canario EEUU https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0005074/

14 r 0005077 Parodia de Carmen EEUU https://www.imdb.com/title/tt000507 7/

15 r 0005078 La marca de fuego EEUU https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0005078/

16 SIN CODIGO Garrotazo y tentetieso EEUU SIM DATOS

17 r 0005812 Carlitos en Music-Hall EEUU https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0005812/

18 r 0006032 Carlitos marinero EEUU https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0006032/

19 r 0006177 El atorrante EEUU https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0006177/

20 r 0006313 Carlitos empapelador EEUU https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0006313/

21 r 0006414 Carlitos entre bastidores EEUU https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0006414/

22 r 0006548 El Conde EEUU https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0006548/ Lone Star Co. Radiolux

23 r 0006684 Carlitos bombero EEUU https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0006684/

24 r 0006689 lefe de dependientes EEUU https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0006689/

25 r 0007145 A la una de la madrugada EEUU https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0007145/
arrio Oficial Barrio Cartelera Sala Direccion Empresario Capacidad Sonido Proyector Linterna Calef/Refrig Escenario
illa Urquiza Villa Urguiza 25 de Mayo Triunvirato 4340 Ismael Fernandez 1028 Aristofén Kalee Suprex X
illa Urquiza Villa Urguiza 9 de Julio Bauness 2523 Cia. Exhibidora Argentina 1000 RCA C X
aavedra Belgrano Aesca Avenida del Tejar 3865-99 Manocchio v Saliva 900 Aristofén Ermemann Ermemann C X
ataderos Alberdi Juan Bautista Alberdi 6169 Jacobo Maceira 900 Escobedo C X
oedo Alegria Boedo 877 Viuda de Tellé 500 RCA Ernemann X
Imagro Almagro Almagro Rivadavia 3876 Eugenio Magnaghi 547 Aristofén Gaumont  Gaumont
alvanera Alteza Independencia 2155 Juan Dasso 900 Escobedo C X
olegiales Colegiales Alvarez Thomas Alvarez Thomas 841 Juan Almirall 900 Escobedo Kalee Cyclex C X
an Nicolas Centro Alvear Esmeralda 320 Chiesa y Cia. 534 Aristofén C
an Nicolas Centro Ambassador Lavalle 777 Lautaret y Cavallo 1400 RCA CR X
illa Pueyrredadn America Avenida América 2462 Pablo Carreto 691 Riico X
ecoleta Centro; Norte American Cordoba 1785 Francisco Reich 574 Western Electric Cyclex
alermo Argentino (Cine) Santa Fe 4830 Enrique L Godoy 531 Aristofon X
olegiales Colegiales Argos Federico Lacroze 3455 C Lococo SAF. 992 Escobedo Suprex X
alvanera Armonia N° 2 Rivadavia 2650 Alvarez y Lupo 487 Fraile y Monteverde
arque Chacabuco Caballito Asamblea Asamblea 821 Mariano Blaya 1010 Aristofén Kalee Cyclex X
an Nicolas Centro Astor Corrientes 746 Carmelo Sessa 649 Philips X
an Nicolas Centro Astoria Suipacha 482 Sr. Garabatos 678 RCA
an Nicolas Centro Astral Corrientes 1641 Gallo Raineri 1266
onserrat Centro Ateneo Piedras 646 Dositeo Fernandez 386 RCA
onserrat Centro Aflantic Belgrano 1260 Dositeo Fernandez 1120 Escobedo Suprex X
loresta Flores Avellaneda Avellaneda 3667 Delfino y Cia. 697 Escobedo




Pre-war: German vs US
movies in the thirties

1936-1938 data on programming for most of the cinemas in Buenos
Aires (approximately 140 out of 230 existing cinemas)

Ticket prices were generally affordable, with variations according to
the hierarchy of the theater

First-run cinemas were mostly downtown
Second-run cinemas were mostly in neighborhoods

Movie-going was routine for middle class families: at least once a week

“There are approximately 1,200 motion picture theaters in the Republic, which take
practically the entire output of the American film industry, in addition to European and
domestic productions. This superabundance of pictures makes Argentina a decided

“buyer’s market”, and largely accounts for the fact that most houses offer programs three
and four hours in length, comprising two features and many shorts. Usually an inferior
picture is teamed with a superior one. Many movie-goers stay for one feature only, and
perbaps this partly explains why movie attendance has been declining in past years.”

Motion Pictures Abroad, June 15, 1936




Number of films by nationality (36-39)

Country of 1936 1937 1938 1939
Origin

United States 516

senins (R
TR s 2@

= Great Britain [eZ! 41 19 17
] Ttaly 6 9 8
.| Germany 42 31 20
| Spain 17 9 11
Mexico 5 6 8

From the sz‘amjbozm‘ of each country’s actual participation in Argentine film market, the abow f gures are not mmp/ez‘e ly czm;mz‘e, and must be considered in the light of the following additional factors.

1)
2
3)

The number of copies of each film varies considerably. For instance, the average number of copies for an American feature is about 5, but this average is higher for Argentine films and lower for
European films.

The Buenos Aires releases shown in the above table include only the pictures originally shown in first-run houses. Omitted from the above figures are some 60 or 70 films of minor importance,
including a number of “cow-boy” thrillers, which are not reviewed by the trade papers. These additional pictures are mostly American.

Newsreels and shorts, also mostly American, are likewise not included in the table of Buenos Aires releases.

Motion Pictures Abroad, January 15, 1940




Popular films according to country of origin,
Buenos Aires, 1936-1938

Country Total seats ;‘ [
3 USA 19.321.249 | ( i |
Argentina 2.530.635 TN6LES
United Kingdom 1.545.251
France 1.023.891 \
Germany 752.127 ¥
Spain 396.119 | d*ﬁﬁ
Me.cho 143.663 p“'%?' A 170150mo 205 ) T
Argentina-USA 136.850 {.4 Fravces N vaqios
Italy 115.420 ‘ e m'-; ?‘mmn&em;e el castellano y los idiomas extranjeros, come pue.
Germany-France 107.257 } '
Austria 103.876 ‘ ' ANo 1935
1§ A 5 t“ 7 El Exhibid :_f"i#-' . [F



Top10 films per year and country of origin

1936
Title

Puerto Nuevo
Modern Times

Nobleza baturra

The Story of Louis
Pasteur

LLoco lindo
Captain Blood

I.a muchachada de a

bordo
The Littlest Rebel

I Found Stella Parrish

Top hat

Seats Country

53193
48949
43500

41714

39302
39186

35020

33637

33584

32341

Arg.
UsS
Spain

US

Arg.
uUusS

Arg.
US
US

US

woe

1937

Title
El pobre Pérez

“* Cadetes de San Martin

L

E¥ LRSI

i e

The Garden of Allah
Melgarejo

Lo que le pas6 a
Reynoso

The Gay Desperado

The Plainsman

History Is Made at
Night

Ramona

IL.os muchachos de
antes no usaban
gomina

Seats
93798
53166
51012
47298

39922

39597
37860

35901

35611

34826

Country
Arg.
Arg.

US
Arg.

Arg.

US
US

US

US

Arg.

1938
Title

Maestro Levita

Villa Discordia

El canillita y la
dama

Madreselva

| Con las alas rotas

a The Prisoner of
il Zenda

0

ﬁEl ultimo encuentro

b La ley que
i olvidaron

The Hurricane

Stace Door

Seats

77265

61272

55150

52634
52031

50049

49519

47794

45722
40569

Country
Arg.
Arg.
Arg.
Arg.
Arg.

US

Arg.
Arg.
US
US
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Top 20 1930, WithoutkaS nor Argentina

Nobleza baturra 43500 Spain
Casta diva 30740 Italy
Mayerling 30693 France

__+The 39 Steps 28892 United Kingdom
: Michel Strogoff 26941 France
‘Morena clara 26309 Spain
Vergiss mein nicht 24294 Germany
" The Dictator 21253 United Kingdom
e ST = N4 verbena de la paloma 20415 Spain
' King of the Damned 19282 United Kingdom
®The Beloved Vagabond 18977 United Kingdom
# The Tunnel 18592 United Kingdom
~— -+ Mazurka 18431 Germany

* oo S S

- ‘ﬂzAu nom de la lot 18080 France
'The Guv’nor 17866 United Kingdom
Veille d’armes 17695 France

= Konigsmark 16849 France-United Kingdom
& La vida y la pasién de Jesucristo 16056 France

The Amateur Gentleman 16016 United Kingdom
15681 Umted ngdom

o T et |
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Top 20 1937, without US nor Argentina

Avec le sourire 33366 France

Club de femmes 32310 France

Knight without Armour 30278 United Kingdom
. Port Arthur 28204 Germany-Czechoslovakia-France
" La kermesse héroique 26519 Germany-France

Fire Over England 25676 United Kingdom

“ + Men Are Not Gods 25409 United Kingdom
| a‘uun!“ T f,ﬂ.mmmm = Accused 25089 United Kingdom
c 2R E DEFINITIVO —-é Wings of the Morning 24439 United Kingdom
sl x..._‘___ﬁﬁ, {Rembrandt 23954 United Kingdom
B Elephant Boy 21989 United Kingdom
" Das Midchen Irene 20902 Germany
“""‘.’Zsabotage 20640 United Kingdom
Le roi 20325 France
Thunder in the City 19791 United Kingdom
e 4 Mayetling 19307 France
“ 0 ¥The Great Bartier 19230 United Kingdom
: : " Les petles de la couronne 17947 France
HNitchevo 17521 France
Wo dle Lerche singt 16672 Germany—Hungary—SWltzerland
T e

. .‘v‘ - Saatenn .. . L i
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Top 20 1938, without US nor Argentina

Abus de confiance 35762 France
La chaste Suzanne 31324 United Kingdom
Victoria the Great 29765 United Kingdom
1 Orage 29120 France
. Zauber der Boheme 27443 Austria
S Alla en el Rancho Grande 25971 México
v Amapola del camino 25031 México
b (K ﬂ.ﬂ.mzl'rf m'm | The Return of the Scarlet Pimpernel 20202 United Kingdom
:’E‘ig’“ SEriaiTve {Centinela, alertal 19536 Spain
_—BE “La hija de Juan Simén 19316 Spain
e W A Yank at Oxford 18880 United Kingdom
" - Dinner at the Ritz 17223 United Kingdom

= ;  Les deux gosses 17121 France
ﬁ»f’ Corazones sin rumbo 16615 Germany-Spain
' % -Un mauvais garcon 16533 France

4 (Carmen, la de Triana 15572 Germany-Spain

15 -~ Mademoiselle ma mére 15535 France
|Le mensonge de Nina Petrovna 15070 France
' La citadelle du silence 14655 France

Morena clara B 14546 - | Spain




Title Sum of seats

Vergiss mein nicht 24294

Mazurka 18431

J'aime toutes les femmes 15157

Schwarze Rosen 13770

Traumulus 9985

Der Student von Prag 9960

Ihr groBter Erfolg 9005

Liselotte von der Pfalz 8514

Stjenka Rasin 8502

M rJT.TI‘o_'T__A‘L_r!_EH‘T.E CALM : ok _. S e Die englische Heirat 8409
Ererieies EED = = il -, Die Freundin eines groflen Mannes 7645
T Die blonde Carmen 7616
Herbstmanover 7550

Heilles Blut 7375

Turandot, princesse de Chine 7064

Stradivari 6733

Der Zarewitsch 6538

Gern hab' ich die Frau'n gekiil3t 6341

Die Czardasturstin 5783

Ich sehne mich nach dir 5555
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Title Sum of seats

Das Madchen Irene 20902
Das Schlof3 in Flandern 13704
Weille Sklaven 13650
SchluB3akkord 11549
Midchenjahre einer Konigin 11374
Stadt Anatol 10475

J'aime toutes les femmes 9232

Das Hotkonzert 8976

Die unmogliche Frau 7640

Ao TOTALNENTE [t . Y . ,?_._;"_";j'_. B\ Der Kaiser von Kalifornien 7559
BT BEPIRIE —gBE = - : ‘ Eine Nacht an der Donau 7541
. Verriter 7519

Boccaccio 7493

Der Bettelstudent 6416

Mazurka 6176

Regine 6125

Vergiss mein nicht 5716

Klein Dorrit 5209

Alarm in Peking 5171

Du bist mein Gluck 5157



Filmrfiarier

g8 DE AMOR: NO SUPO CONTENETS
- 5

AVIONES
SUBMARINOS
TANQUES
ACORAZADOS

GAS, METRALLA
HUMO
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Title Sum of seats

Corazones sin rumbo 16615

Carmen, la de Triana 15572

Das Schlof3 in Flandern 13059

Das Madchen Irene 11455

El barbero de Sevilla 10798

Ma soeur de lait 10797

1. s PR Condottieti 10171
18 Les gais lurons 9507
Der Bettelstudent 9356

Le domino vert 8722

Vergiss mein nicht 8378

Mein Herz ruft nach dir 7924

Sieben Ohrfeigen 6747

Eine Frau, die weil3, was sie will 6664

""" Wo die Lerche singt 6368

Les gens du voyage 6165

Ritt in die Freiheit 5746

Es war einmal ein Walzer 4780

Le diable en bouteille 4604

Die Nacht mit dem Kaiser 4366
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Cinemas that more often programmed German ﬁlms are: Cablldo Petit Splendld
| Monumental, Renacimiento, Principe, Almagro, Hindu.
Many of these theaters used to exhibit also other European films. Later some of

| these become target of US Vlgﬂance




Preliminary Conclusions

- As expected, American and Argentine films represent the majority of movies
. show in Buenos Aires movie theatres’ in these years.

f: - However, European cinema has also a strong showing, and Germany
e ~  disputes the second position with France.

~ - Germany’s presence decreases throughout these years.

- German movies often had graphic advertising in newspapers and good critic
= reception. S
. - There was a specific cluster of theaters that had contracts with European film = .
. distributors and programmed German films. -
- Later on, some of those theaters became target of US vigilance; apparently
some of them were bought by or had contracts with the German Embassy.
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