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Explore and systematize the history of cinema going during the period of 
“classical cinema” in Buenos Aires, between 1933 and 1955
Methodology: 
1. Reconstruction of movie billboards through journal archives 
2. Oral history: interviews with people born before 1945
3. Analysis of written sources (letters, memories, autobiographies)
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Pre-war: German vs US 
movies in the thirties 

1936-1938 data on programming for most of the cinemas in Buenos 
Aires (approximately 140 out of 230 existing cinemas) 

Ticket prices were generally affordable, with variations according to 
the hierarchy of the theater 

First-run cinemas were mostly downtown

Second-run cinemas were mostly in neighborhoods

Movie-going was routine for middle class families: at least once a week

“There are approximately 1,200 motion picture theaters in the Republic, which take 
practically the entire output of the American film industry, in addition to European and 
domestic productions. This superabundance of pictures makes Argentina a decided 
“buyer’s market”, and largely accounts for the fact that most houses offer programs three 
and four hours in length, comprising two features and many shorts. Usually an inferior 
picture is teamed with a superior one. Many movie-goers stay for one feature only, and 
perhaps this partly explains why movie attendance has been declining in past years.”

Motion Pictures Abroad, June 15, 1936



Country of 
Origin

1936 1937 1938 1939

United States 366 394 323 309
Argentina 18 31 41 51
France 20 25 52 47
Great Britain 34 41 19 17
Italy 6 9 8 10
Germany 42 31 20 7
Spain 17 9 11 6
Mexico 5 6 8 4
Others 10 9 10 4

518 555 492 455

From the standpoint of each country’s actual participation in Argentine film market, the above figures are not completely accurate, and must be considered in the light of the following additional factors.
1) The number of copies of each film varies considerably. For instance, the average number of copies for an American feature is about 5, but this average is higher for Argentine films and lower for

European films.
2) The Buenos Aires releases shown in the above table include only the pictures originally shown in first-run houses. Omitted from the above figures are some 60 or 70 films of minor importance,

including a number of “cow-boy” thrillers, which are not reviewed by the trade papers. These additional pictures are mostly American.
3) Newsreels and shorts, also mostly American, are likewise not included in the table of Buenos Aires releases.

Motion Pictures Abroad, January 15, 1940

Number of films by nationality (36-39)



Popular films according to country of origin, 
Buenos Aires, 1936-1938

Country Total seats

USA 19.321.249
Argentina 2.530.635

United Kingdom 1.545.251
France 1.023.891

Germany 752.127
Spain 396.119

Mexico 143.663
Argentina-USA 136.850

Italy 115.420
Germany-France 107.257

Austria 103.876

El Exhibidor, 1936



Top10 films per year and country of origin

Title Seats Country
Puerto Nuevo 53193 Arg.
Modern Times 48949 US

Nobleza baturra 43500 Spain

The Story of Louis 
Pasteur 41714 US

Loco lindo 39302 Arg.
Captain Blood 39186 US

La muchachada de a 
bordo 35020 Arg.

The Littlest Rebel 33637 US

I Found Stella Parrish 33584 US

Top hat 32341 US

Title Seats Country

El pobre Pérez 93798 Arg.

Cadetes de San Martín 53166 Arg.

The Garden of Allah 51012 US

Melgarejo 47298 Arg.

Lo que le pasó a 
Reynoso 39922 Arg.

The Gay Desperado 39597 US

The Plainsman 37860 US

History Is Made at 
Night 35901 US

Ramona 35611 US
Los muchachos de 

antes no usaban
gomina

34826 Arg.

Title Seats Country

Maestro Levita 77265 Arg.

Villa Discordia 61272 Arg.

El canillita y la 
dama 55150 Arg.

Madreselva 52634 Arg.

Con las alas rotas 52031 Arg.

The Prisoner of 
Zenda 50049 US

El último encuentro 49519 Arg.

La ley que 
olvidaron 47794 Arg.

The Hurricane 45722 US

Stage Door 40569 US

1936 1937 1938



Top 20 1936, without US nor Argentina
Title POPSTAT Total Country
Nobleza baturra 43500 Spain
Casta diva 30740 Italy
Mayerling 30693 France
The 39 Steps 28892 United Kingdom
Michel Strogoff 26941 France
Morena clara 26309 Spain
Vergiss mein nicht 24294 Germany
The Dictator 21253 United Kingdom
La verbena de la paloma 20415 Spain
King of the Damned 19282 United Kingdom
The Beloved Vagabond 18977 United Kingdom
The Tunnel 18592 United Kingdom
Mazurka 18431 Germany
Au nom de la loi 18080 France
The Guv’nor 17866 United Kingdom
Veille d’armes 17695 France
Königsmark 16849 France-United Kingdom
La vida y la pasión de Jesucristo 16056 France
The Amateur Gentleman 16016 United Kingdom
The Clairvoyant 15681 United Kingdom



Top 20 1937, without US nor Argentina
Title POPSTAT Total Country
Avec le sourire 33366 France
Club de femmes 32310 France
Knight without Armour 30278 United Kingdom
Port Arthur 28204 Germany-Czechoslovakia-France

La kermesse héroïque 26519 Germany-France
Fire Over England 25676 United Kingdom
Men Are Not Gods 25409 United Kingdom
Accused 25089 United Kingdom
Wings of the Morning 24439 United Kingdom
Rembrandt 23954 United Kingdom
Elephant Boy 21989 United Kingdom
Das Mädchen Irene 20902 Germany
Sabotage 20640 United Kingdom
Le roi 20325 France
Thunder in the City 19791 United Kingdom
Mayerling 19307 France
The Great Barrier 19230 United Kingdom
Les perles de la couronne 17947 France
Nitchevo 17521 France
Wo die Lerche singt 16672 Germany-Hungary-Switzerland



Top 20 1938, without US nor Argentina
Title POPSTAT Total Country
Abus de confiance 35762 France
La chaste Suzanne 31324 United Kingdom
Victoria the Great 29765 United Kingdom
Orage 29120 France
Zauber der Boheme 27443 Austria
Allá en el Rancho Grande 25971 México
Amapola del camino 25031 México
The Return of the Scarlet Pimpernel 20202 United Kingdom
¡Centinela, alerta! 19536 Spain
La hija de Juan Simón 19316 Spain
A Yank at Oxford 18880 United Kingdom
Dinner at the Ritz 17223 United Kingdom
Les deux gosses 17121 France
Corazones sin rumbo 16615 Germany-Spain
Un mauvais garçon 16533 France
Carmen, la de Triana 15572 Germany-Spain
Mademoiselle ma mère 15535 France
Le mensonge de Nina Petrovna 15070 France
La citadelle du silence 14655 France
Morena clara 14546 Spain



Top 20 German films
exhibited during 1936

Title Sum of seats

Vergiss mein nicht 24294

Mazurka 18431

J'aime toutes les femmes 15157

Schwarze Rosen 13770

Traumulus 9985

Der Student von Prag 9960

Ihr größter Erfolg 9005

Liselotte von der Pfalz 8514

Stjenka Rasin 8502

Die englische Heirat 8409

Die Freundin eines großen Mannes 7645

Die blonde Carmen 7616

Herbstmanöver 7550

Heißes Blut 7375

Turandot, princesse de Chine 7064

Stradivari 6733

Der Zarewitsch 6538

Gern hab' ich die Frau'n geküßt 6341

Die Czardasfürstin 5783

Ich sehne mich nach dir 5555





Top 20 German films
exhibited during 1937 

Title Sum of seats

Das Mädchen Irene 20902

Das Schloß in Flandern 13704

Weiße Sklaven 13650

Schlußakkord 11549

Mädchenjahre einer Königin 11374

Stadt Anatol 10475

J'aime toutes les femmes 9232

Das Hofkonzert 8976

Die unmögliche Frau 7640

Der Kaiser von Kalifornien 7559

Eine Nacht an der Donau 7541

Verräter 7519

Boccaccio 7493

Der Bettelstudent 6416

Mazurka 6176

Regine 6125

Vergiss mein nicht 5716

Klein Dorrit 5209

Alarm in Peking 5171

Du bist mein Glück 5157





Top 20 German films
exhibited during 1938 

Title Sum of seats

Corazones sin rumbo 16615

Carmen, la de Triana 15572

Das Schloß in Flandern 13059

Das Mädchen Irene 11455

El barbero de Sevilla 10798

Ma soeur de lait 10797

Condottieri 10171

Les gais lurons 9507

Der Bettelstudent 9356

Le domino vert 8722

Vergiss mein nicht 8378

Mein Herz ruft nach dir 7924

Sieben Ohrfeigen 6747

Eine Frau, die weiß, was sie will 6664

Wo die Lerche singt 6368

Les gens du voyage 6165

Ritt in die Freiheit 5746

Es war einmal ein Walzer 4780

Le diable en bouteille 4604

Die Nacht mit dem Kaiser 4366



Cinemas that more often programmed German films are: Cabildo, Petit Splendid, 
Monumental, Renacimiento, Príncipe, Almagro, Hindu. 
Many of these theaters used to exhibit also other European films. Later some of
these become target of US vigilance. 



Preliminary Conclusions
- As expected, American and Argentine films represent the majority of movies

show in Buenos Aires movie theatres’ in these years. 
- However, European cinema has also a strong showing, and Germany

disputes the second position with France.
- Germany’s presence decreases throughout these years.
- German movies often had graphic advertising in newspapers and good critic

reception.
- There was a specific cluster of theaters that had contracts with European film 

distributors and programmed German films.
- Later on, some of those theaters became target of US vigilance; apparently

some of them were bought by or had contracts with the German Embassy.
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